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THE CHURCH: A BAND OF HERALDS 

"For the raison d‘etre of the Church is to an- 
nounce the good news of the new creation in Christ. 
It is not a refuge for saved souls; it is a band 
of messengers or, to use a very typically biblical 
word, of 'heralds' who proclaim the good news of 
the Kingdom and of the entrance of that Kingdom in 
this world in the person of Jesus Christ. These 
heralds are not self-appointed; they are commis- 
sioned by Christ. They do not invent a message of 
their own. They speak of what they have seen and 
heard...Renewal means...that the evangelistic and 
missionary task is seen as the normal task of the 
whole Church...the inevitable expression of the 
understanding which the Church has of its own 
nature and calling. This can only come through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. But the gift is precisely 
promised to the Church for this purpose." 

-- from W.A: Visser 't Hooft, The 
Renewal of the Church 


TRAVELLER OR TRAMP 


"In the philosophical traveler something is 
presupposed, without which he would lapse into a 
frivolous sight-seer and his mind into an album of 
snapshots and clippings.... Before he sets out, 
the traveler must possess fixed interests and 
faculties, to be served by travel. If he drifted 
aimlessly from country to country he would not 
travel, but only wander, ramble, or tramp. The 
traveler must be somebody and come from somewhere, 
so that his definite character and moral traditions 
may supply an organ and a point of comparison for 
his observations.... The traveler should be an 
artist recomposing what he sees; then he can carry 


away the picture and add it to a transmissible fund 


of wisdom, not as further miscellaneous experience, 


but as a corrected view of the truth." 


-- Persons and Places by George 
Santayana, as quoted by Virginia 
Robinson in a Report on United 
States-South African Leader 
Exchange 
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WHAT KIND OF UNITY 


No interdenominational or ecumenical organiza- 
tion openly avows its intention to unite all 
churches into one. Even so, the question of unity 
among Protestant evangelical churches is continu- 
ally being raised. The deep intimation that Chris- 
tians everywhere are essentially one and the con- 
viction that their oneness should be understood 
and underscored can not be brushed aside. Chris- 
tians are seeking something in this realm because 
they are seemingly under a compulsion to do so. 
Now, the main question, "What is the Nature of the 
Unity we Seek?", will be the theme of a conference 
in Oberlin, Ohio, from September 3 to 10, 1957. 
Some three hundred theologians and others, after 
months of study, will try to answer this question. 
The Conference is being projected by the World 
Council of Churches and the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


ISLAM IN TUNISIA 


A pattern of change in Islam in the Mediter- 
ranean area is emerging. It is not uniform in 
every detail, but its general direction can be 
discerned. It began in Turkey in 1926 and has 
since manifested itself in Egypt and other lands. 
On January 1, 1957, a new legal procedure began 
Special Moslem courts went out of 
existence. Polygamy is now illegal. A wife may 
not any longer be divorced by her husband in a 
simple act of repudiation. Human rights generally 
are to be more widely recognized. The Christian 
doctrine of man, self-validating in life situa- 
tions, commands increasing respect even among 
those people who do not know, or do not readily 
admit, that it is "Christian." In time, its 
source, too, will be known and admitted. 


in Tunisia. 


THE GOSPEL AND THE WORLD OF ISLAM 


Kenneth Cragg is a missionary set aside to 
study Islam and to encourage other Christians to 
study it the better to find and give Christ's 


answer to its questions. Following a visit to 
Turkey and Arabia from November, 1956 through 
February 1, 1957, Dr. Cragg wrote an "occasional 
paper" of intense interest. Only a few illuminat- 
ing excerpts can be given here: Tarsus "today 
apprehends little of its greatest son and citizen 
...the old cathedral that bears his name is a 
mosque." Izmir has "a fine building on its mag- 
nificent bay"...the forecourt of which is "gay 
with the flags of N.A.T.O."..."Ankara is the 
crowning symbol of the Turkish revolution" where 
"the dying Ottoman Empire of four decades ago was 
transformed into the homogeneous republic we now 
know"... "The vigour of mosque attendance and the 
spate of mosque building or renovation is one of 
the most obvious features of Turkey today"... In 
Konya is one of the largest of some eighteen new 
schools built as part of the Islamic revival in 
which has been achieved "the restoration of 
Islamic education to secondary schools"... In 
Aintab, now called Gaziantep, "one learned of an 
old Armenian cemetery‘’s being sold for building 
plots” and of "the declination or departure of 
Christian minorities"... In Istambul, one can 

find "the Christian past still discernible through 
the museum and the mosque chapters of St. Sophia’s 
story" and can see there "notably massive mosques 
and soaring minarets" but also "neon lights and 
the Hilton Hotel"... Kuwait and Bahrain in Arabia 
are "new towns of every modern convenience fringed 
with the age-long desert." Kuwait has the larg- 
est tanker loading jetty in the world" and a 
"distillation plant extracting fresh water from the 
sea" where "oil revenues of staggering proportions 
have been wisely used and all education is free" 
..."The Christian mission is of course far out- 
stripped in its capacity to minister in medicine 
or education: but more than ever is it summoned to 
demonstrate the power in human personality of the 
grace of God in Christ." 


BUDDHISM AND OTHER RELIGIONS IN HONG KONG 


The Rev. William Reichelt reporting initial 
findings of the Christian Study Center on Chinese 
religions in Hong Kong says, it soon became clear 
to Buddhist monks fleeing the mainland of China 
"that the chances for them to gain any influence 
here (in Hong Kong) were very small." "Most of 
them went to Formosa." Only some Mandarin-speak- 
ing monks are left in the temples. Nuns and "pro- 
fessional monks who conduct funeral rites" are 
more numerous, but "leadership in Buddhism in Hong 
Kong has passed from the monks to the laymen. Even 
so, old temples are being repaired and kept in 
good condition and new ones are being built. Con- 
fucian leaders readily affirm that Confucianism is 
not a religion and see no reason why one cannot be 
both a Confucionist and a Christian at the same 
time. "Taoist temples, except for the more primi- 
tive ones, give a deserted impression." To the 
older ones, visitors, chiefly women, come in large 
numbers. "How distressed some of them seem to 


Eastern Asia Christian Conference. The program 


be!" Buddhism is clearly the dominant faith, but © 
the leaders of the Christian Study Center "would j 
not be fully efficient in their work unless the 

other religions, too, - Taoism, Confucianism, ond q 
the syncretistic societies - are taken into ; 
consideration." ; 


THE PRAPAT CONFERENCE 


A conference of East Asian Christian leaders 
was held in Prapat, Sumatra, March 18-27, 1957. Dele 
gates from thirteen different countries numbered j 
105. Official observers and other guests were als 
in attendance. The main themes were: the church i 
its environment, evangelism, the need for an area 
organization, and the program and task of this or- 
ganization which was proposed under the title of 


adopted for the years ahead includes the following 
points: 1. A survey of the Church's mission in 
East Asia and its available resources; 2. Consul- 
tation on missionary policy and comity; 3. Co- 
operation of Asian churches with and through the 
World Council and the International Missionary 
Council; 4. Exchange of Christian leadership 
across territorial and denominational lines; 

5. Inter-Church Aid and service to refugees. Thre 
secretaries, to be appointed and supported jointly 
by the I.M.C. and the W.C.C., will serve the Con- — 
ference in the area. Dr. Ranson, General Secretar 
of the I.M.C. says that this Conference marks a ne 
epoch in the history of missions. . 


CARIBBEAN CONSULTATION 


A Caribbean Consultation was held at San 
German, Puerto Rico, May 17-24, 1957. It brought 
together fifty-one people. Thirty-seven came from 
the region itself, defined as the island world 
plus the Bahamas, British Guiana, and Surinam. Th 
majority of these thirty-seven are native to the 
region. Fourteen came from Britain, Canada, the 
U.S.A., Mexico and Costa Hica. Eleven different 
denominations were represented. 

This consultation was the first meeting in the 
region called to consider the general interests of 
the churches and missions. It was sponsored by 
the I.M.C., with the cooperation of the World 
Council of Christian Education. Staff members 
present were J.W. Decker, E.J. Bingle, Dr. and 
Mrs. David R. Mace and C.W. Ranson of the I.M.C./ 
and Rev. Russell F. Harrison of the W.C.C.E. 

The Consultation was, as its name suggests, 
an informal and unofficial gathering. The fellow- 
ship was excellent. A great deal of information 
was exchanged. Many for the first time learned 
something of the Christian situation on neighbor- 
ing islands. The meeting focussed attention on 
the following questions: evangelism, the training 
of the ministry, ordained and lay, Christian edu- 
cation, home and family life, and the future of 
consultation and cooperation in the region. On 


ee or 


(all these question, valuable conclusions were 
reached and specific recommendations made. These 
(are to be followed up in various ways in the 
jmonths ahead. The group agreed that, after the 
immediate tasks envisaged have been accomplished, 
{the I.M.C. should call another consultation, or 
(even a larger conference, for the region. 


AFRICA TEAM MEETING 


The I.M.C. Africa Team, under the chairmanship 
of Dr. George W. Carpenter, met in Accra, Ghana, 
March 26 to 28, 1957. Composed of both Africans 
and Westerners, this team endeavors to keep itself 


ssion of the churches there. The meeting in Accra 
{focussed its attention on such issues as Islan, 
toman Catholicism, animism, social change, racial 
ension,; Christian family life, mission-church 


would consider of equal importance with any of 
ssaid and done leads up naturally to the All-Africa 
-hristian Conference projected for the second half 
pf January, 1958, in Nigeria. 


MARRIAGE GUIDANCE 


From February 1 to April 20, 1958, a Study and 
raining Institute on Marriage Guidance and Family 
ife Education for Southeast Asian leaders will be 
xeld at McGilvary Seminary, Chiengmai, Thailand. 
| is institute will be sponsored by the I.M.C. and 
ether groups and will be under the direction of 
Dr. and Mrs. David R. Mace, recently appointed by 
the Council as its Field Consultants to take the 
place of Dr. Irma Highbaugh who is returning to 
the U.S.A. to retire. The Maces have good founda- 
tions on which to build, thanks to Dr. Highbaugh’s 
skilful and devoted efforts for the past seven 
mid a half years. 


WORLD COUNCIL CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


The ninety-member Central Committee of the 
@orld Council of Churches will meet at Yale 


from July 30 to August 7, 1957. Many sub-commit- 
cees of the world council and other ecumenical 
codies will also meet before, during, and after 
lhis Central Committee meeting; e.g. the officers 
md staff of the I.M.C. and the Joint Committee 
bf the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. 


HOME 


A beloved colleague, Ernest J. Bingle, from 
he London Office of the I.M.C. died suddenly in 
summit, N.J. on May 31. He was here following 
oarticipation in the Caribbean Consultation which 
ke had helped plan. Memorial Day he had spent 


and others informed concerning all forces operating 
iin Africa today which significantly affect the mis- 


elations, and evangelism. Other topics which some 


tthese eight also received attention. Much that was 


University Divinity School, New Haven, Connecticut, 


NL ees 


with Dr. Charles W. Ranson, General Secretary of 
the I.M.C., in Chatham. During the day, he had 
accepted an invitation to come to my home to 
dinner on Saturday evening. He was looking for- 
ward to being in the home of another colleague and 
friend, Dr. J.W. Decker, on Monday evening. More 
than all, he was looking forward to leaving on 
Wednesday, June 5, for his own home in London. But 
within a few minutes after leaving Chatham, he was 
taken from the train in Summit with a cerebral 
hemorrhage and died early the next morning. 

Home? Yes, but not our homes, nor even his 
own dear home in Mill Hill, London. Instead, 
sooner than he thought, and sooner than loved ones 
and friends had any reason to suspect, he was away 
to that home reserved for us all, "eternal in the 
heavens." 

Ernest Bingle was a graduate of New College, 
Oxford with an honors degree in modern history. 

He went to India in 1925 where for twenty years he 
taught history in the Madras Christian College. 

He returned to England in 1945, and in 1947 joined 
the staff of the Survey Application Trust (World 
Dominion Movement) and later became a secretary of 
the I.M.C. and the editor of its INTERNATIONAL 
REVIEW OF MISSIONS. He is survived by his 
wife, Margaret, and two sons, Richard and Oliver. 
Many friends in many lands will honor his memory. 


AFRICA CONFERENCES FUND 


The I.M.C. has obtained in cash and pledges 
approximately $60,000 for its two Africa confer- 
ences - the Assembly in Ghana, December 28,1957 to 
January 8, 1958 and the All-Africa Christian Con- 
ference in Nigeria immediately following. Conser- 
vative estimates of need, however, call for 
$100,000, and finding the remaining $40,000 may 
prove harder than it has been to secure the 
$60,000 already guaranteed. This situation, we 
trust, will be a call to prayer to all readers of 
the Newsletter. Especially at this time is help 
needed from individuals, foundations, and trust 
funds. 


1. M. ©. PROJECT FUNDS 


Mission boards and the constitutent member 
bodies of the International Missionary Council 
provide most of the funds for the work which these 
agencies want the Council to do on their behalf. 
They are aware of what is done with their money 
and the fact that they continue from year to year 
to support the Council is the best possible evi- 
dence that they rejoice in the work accomplished. 
These same agencies, however, are not so aware of 
the fact that the I.M.C. administers certain trust 
funds for the furtherance of the world mission 
which they do not provide - funds from foundations, 
individual bequests, and other sources. The 
Carnahan Fund for the production of Christian lit- 
erature, for example, makes possible many a litera- 
ture project for which no other funds are avail- 


able. Area consultations and small conferences are 
similarly financed out of a Projects Reserve Fund. 
The Flint Legacy for World Evangelism and The 
Younger Church Studies Fund are other good exan- 
ples of money entrusted to the I.M.C. and used by 
it for the benefit of the missionary cause to which 
all boards and councils are committed. The gifts, 
therefore, provided by these agencies come back to 
them in services which represent not just dollar 
for dollar received but considerably more than 
their gifts alone could achieve. 


WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS 


All who have in any way made possible the 
printing of World Christian Books will rejoice to 
know that the 18th book in the series is now in the 
press. By the end of 1956, 210,000 books in Eng- 
lish had been printed, ond 166,703 copies sold. Of 
these, some 60% have found their way to leaders of 
the younger churches, and the first 14 books have 
been translated into one or more of 23 different 
languages, with a total of 120 translations in all. 
The Christian’s God, the first book in the series, 
has been translated into 18 different languages. 
Bishop Neill, author of this book and General Edi- 
tor of the series, reports a letter from the Prin- 
cipal of Malua Theological College, Samoa, showing 
how this book has been used as a textbook: 

The procedure, with a class of nineteen, was to 

take a paragraph or two at a time; first it was 

read by a member of the class, this being fol- 
lowed by an examination of any difficult words 

or phrases...When the class was happy about 

its grasp of the argument, I then proceeded to 

talk around the subject, trying to touch on 

something that would draw out a question; this 

usually worked, and once the first question 

had come, we were well on the way to relating 

the same to the Samoan village situation... 

We sometimes spent two or three sessions of an 

hour apiece on one paragraph - at other times 

we went more quickly. So we finished the 

book in one year with three lessons a week. 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. Charles W. Ranson is 
the General Secretary. 


It appears four times a year —- March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 
others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 
Secretary of the Council and Editor of the 
Newsletter. 


World Associates Newsletter 
International Missionary Council 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. a 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Kingdom of God, by John Bright, Abington 
Press, N.Y., Nashville; $3.75. An Abington-Cokes- 
bury $7,500 award winner. Dr. Bright is professor 
of Hebrew and Old Testament at Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Virginia. The Kingdom of God 
is set forth as the unifying theme of the Old and 
the New Testament. "To grasp what is meant by the 
Kingdom of God is to come very close to the heart 
of the Bible’s Gospel of Salvation.” 

Joy in Believing, selections from the spoken 
and written words and the prayers of Henry Sloane 
Coffin, edited by Walter Russell Bowie; Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, N.Y.; $2.95. A book of rich devo- 
tional material excerpted chiefly from the unpub-— 
lished writings of a great pastor and seminary pres- 
ident who put his trust "in the unfailing springs 
of the Grace of God." 

The Gospel and the Religions, by Walter . 
Freytag, S.C.M. Press Ltd., 75¢ (copies available © 
through Friendship Press, N.Y.) An International | 
Missionary Council research pamphlet. Dr. Freytag 
makes the similarities and fundamental differences’ 
between the Christian faith and non-Christian reli- 
gions the subject of a discerning Biblical enquiry. 

Communication of the Gospel to Illiterates, by 
H.R. Weber; another I.M.C. research pamphlet (of 
book size); $1.75, available through Friendship 
Press, N.Y. 

In the Gray Rain, by Hazel Severson McCartney; 
Harper & Brothers, N.Y.; $3.75. Post-war-Japan and 
its people engagingly revealed by incidents out of 
the life of an American woman who lives in that 
lovely land in order to serve. If you are deter- 
mined not to love Japan and the Japanese, don’t 
read this book. 
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